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REMARKS 

The following Remarks are made in response to the Non-Final Office Action mailed 
May 26, 2004, in which claims 1-7, 12-22, 27-35, 38-46, 50, and 51 were rejected, and claims 
8-11, 23-26, 36, 37, and 47-49 were objected to. With this amendment, claims 5, 6, 20, 21, 
33 s 34 i 44^ and 45 have been cancelled without prejudice, claims 52-61 have been added, and 
claims 1-4, 8, 12, 13, 16-19, 23, 27-32, 36, 38-43, 47, 50, and 51 have been amended, 
including allowable claims 8, 23, 36, and 47 which have been rewritten in independent form. 
Claims 1^, 7-19, 22-32, 35-43, and 46-61, therefore, remain pending in the application and 
are presented for reconsideration and allowance. 

Claim Rejections under 35 U.S«C«. § ,102 

Claims 1-7, 12-22, 27-35, 38^6, 50, and 51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Sakata U.S. Patent No. 4,729,640. 

With this Amendment, independent cjaim 1 has been amended to clarify that the light 
modulator includes a plurality of electrodes formed on the substrate adjacent the cavity, and 
that the transparent plate has an uneven surface including a plurality of recessed areas, 
wherein the interface of the liquid is provided along the uneven surface within the recessed 
areas, and wherein each of the electrodes is associated with one of the recessed areas of the 
uneven surface. In addition, independent claim 16 has been amended to clarify that the 
method of forming a light modulator includes forming a transparent plate with an uneven 
surface including a plurality of recessed areas, and forming a plurality of electrodes on the 
substrate adjacent the cavity, including associating each of the electrodes with one of the 
recessed areas of the uneven surface, wherein the interface of the liquid is provided along the 
uneven surface of the transparent plate within the recessed areas. In addition, independent 
claim 29 has been amended to clarify that the light modulator includes a plurality of 
electrodes formed on the substrate adjacent the cavity, and that means for orienting the 
interface of the liquid includes an uneven surface of the transparent plate, the uneven surface 
including a plurality of recessed areas and the interface of the liquid being provided along the 
uneven surface within the recessed areas, wherein each of the electrodes is associated with 
one of the recessed areas of the uneven surface. In addition, independent claim 40 has been 
amended to clarify that the method of controlling light includes directing the light toward an 
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uneven surface of the transparent plate including a plurality of recessed areas, wherein each 
of the electrodes is associated with one of the recessed areas of the uneven surface, and 
wherein the interface of the liquid is provided along the uneven surface of the transparent 
plate within the recessed areas. 

With respect to the Sakata patent, this patent does not teach or suggest a light 
modulator as claimed in amended independent claim 1, a method of forming a light 
modulator as claimed in amended independent claim 16, a light modulator as claimed in 
amended independent claim 29, nor a method of controlling light as claimed in amended 
independent claim 40. 

In view of the above, Applicant submits that independent claims 1 7 16, 29, and 40 are 
each patentably distinct from the Sakata patent and, therefore, are in a condition for 
allowance. Furthermore, as dependent claims 2-4, 7, and 12-15 further define patentably 
distinct claim 1 3 dependent claims 17-19, 22, 27, and 28 further define patentably distinct 
claim 16, dependent claims 30-32, 35, 38 F and 39 further define patentably distinct claim 29, 
and dependent claims 41^3, 46, 50, and 51 further define patentably distinct claim 40, 
Applicant submits that dependent claims 2-4, 7, and 12-15, dependent claims 17-19, 22, 27, 
and 28, dependent claims 30-32, 35, 38, and 39, and dependent claims 41-43, 46, 50, and 51 
are also in a condition for allowance. Applicant, therefore, respectfully requests that the 
rejection of claims 1-7, 12-22, 27-35, 38-46, 50, and 51 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) be 
reconsidered and withdrawn and that claims 1-4, 7, 12-19, 22, 27-32, 35, 38-43, 46, 50, and 
51 be allowed. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 8-U, 23-26, 36, 37, and 47-49 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim and are indicated as being allowable if rewritten in independent form to 
include all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

With this Amendment, Applicant has rewritten allowable claim 8 in independent form 
to include all of the limitations of the base claim (claim 1) and any intervening claims (none). 
In addition, Applicant has added new claims 52-55 to depend from rewritten independent 
claim 8, As rewritten claim 8 is now believed to be in allowable form, Applicant respectfully 
submits that dependent claims 9-11 and 52-55 are allowable in dependent form. Applicant, 

14 



PAGE 16/18 * RCVD AT 8/25/2004 4:32:02 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ■ SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/4 1 DNIS:8729306 * CSID:6125732005 * DURATION (mm-ss):05-36 



08/25/2004 15:36 FAX 6125732005 



DICKE.BILLIG&CZAJA P. A. 



taoi7 



Amendment and Response 

Applicant: Paul F- Reboa ct ah 
Serial No-: 10/731,070 
Filed: December 9, 2003 
Docket No-: 200210084-1 

Title: LIGHT MODULATOR 

therefore, respectfully requests that the objection to claims 8-1 1 be withdrawn and that claims 
8-11 and 52-55 be allowed. 

With this Amendment, Applicant has rewritten allowable claim 23 in independent 
form to include all of the limitations of the base claim (claim 16) and any intervening claims 
(none). In addition, Applicant has added new claims 56-57 to depend from rewritten 
independent claim 23. As rewritten claim 23 is now believed to be in allowable form, 
Applicant respectfully submits that dependent claims 24-26 and 56-57 are allowable in 
dependent form. Applicant, therefore, respectfully requests that the objection to claims 23-26 
be withdrawn and that claims 23-26 and 56-57 be allowed. 

With this Amendment, Applicant has rewritten allowable claim 36 in independent 
form to include all of the limitations of the base claim (claim 29) and any intervening claims 
(none). In addition, Applicant has added new claims 58-59 to depend from rewritten 
independent claim 36. As rewritten claim 36 is now believed to be in allowable form, 
Applicant respectfully submits that dependent claims 37 and 58-59 are allowable in 
dependent form. Applicant, therefore, respectfully requests that the objection to claims 36-37 
be withdrawn and that claims 36-37 and 58-59 be allowed 

With this Amendment, Applicant has rewritten allowable claim 47 in independent 
form to include all of the limitations of the base claim (claim 40) and any intervening claims 
(none). In addition, Applicant has added new claims 60-61 to depend from rewritten 
independent claim 47, As rewritten claim 47 is now believed to be in allowable form* 
Applicant respectfully submits that dependent claims 48-49 and 60-61 are allowable in 
dependent form. Applicant, therefore, respectfully requests that the objection to claims 47-49 
be withdrawn and that claims 47-49 and 60-61 be allowed. 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of the above, Applicant respectfully submits that pending claims 1-4, 7-19, 
22-32, 35-43, and 46-61 are all in a condition for allowance and requests reconsideration of 
the application and allowance of all pending claims. 

Any inquiry regarding this Amendment and Response should be directed to either 
Timothy R Myers at Telephone No. (541) 715-4197, Facsimile No. (541) 715-8581 or Scott 
A. Lund at Telephone No. (612) 573-2006, Facsimile No. (612) 573-2005. In addition, all 
correspondence should continue to be directed tp the following address: 

Hewlett-Packard Company 

Intellectual Property Administration 
P.O. Box 272400 

Fort Collins, Colorado 80527-2400 

Respectfully submitted, 

Paul F. Reboa et aL, 

By their attorneys, 

DICKE, EHJLIG & CZAJA, PLLC 
Fifth Street Towers, Suite 2250 
100 South Fifth Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
Telephone: (612) 573-2006 
Facsimile: (612) 573-2005 



Date: U^^r- 
SAL:jan 



CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 C.RR. 1.8 : The undersigned hereby certifies that this paper or papers, as described 
herein, are being facsimile transmitted to the United States Patent and Trademark Office, Fax No. (703) 872-9306 
on this C3^tH day of August 2004. 
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